Foreword11Received for publication December 9, 1947.  by Cannon, A. Benson
.J. GARDNER HoPKINS 
FOREWORD* 
On July 1, 1947, J. Gardner Hopkins, affectionately known to his numberless 
friends as "Hoppy," was graduated from the directorship of the Department of 
Dermatology, College of Physicians and Surgeons, with the degree of Professor 
Emeritus. Like many graduates of today, he seems much too youthful for so 
impressive a degree. Having succeeded Dr. John A. Fordyce in 1926 as Pro-
fessor of Dermatology, Dr. Hopkins has served the college with great distinction 
for these twenty years as teacher, active research worker, and clinician. Colum-
bia counts itself exceedingly fortunate in having him willing to continue as direc-
tor of the invaluable Department of Mycology which he developed; he will also 
head the Committee on Research and conduct the seminars for the large group 
of graduate students in Dermatology-all of which work entails a generous con-
tribution of time taken from his demanding private practice. 
Some men are measured by the offices and honors they hold. Dr. Hopkins 
holds both offices and honors in distinguished degree, but we shall let the reference 
books record them. To us, he is a friend of unique quality, a counselor whose 
incisive analysis cuts away the chaff and exposes the kernel, a leader who directs 
by example and not by vested authority. Nor would the bare record paint more 
than a partial portrait. It would tell us, for instance, that Dr. Hopkins was for 
nearly four years of the recent war a "Responsible Investigator" to the Office of 
Scientific Research and Development (without salary), and "Technical Consult-
ant" to the Field Service in the Southwest Pacific area. It would not give us 
the picture brought back by G.I.'s and brass hats alike-that of a companion who 
bunked in tents and on water-logged cots, and who could be seen from foxholes 
during a beachhead action in the Philippines silhouetted against the horizon in 
full view of heavy enemy fire, administering plasma. 
We could cite countless instances of his abiding concern for others and his 
ingrained disregard for his own welfare under all circumstances, but it will not be 
necessary to anyone who knows him. Far beyond the limits of dermatology he 
is known as a man who has never ground an axe. Both as man and scientist, he 
wins to a rare degree the lasting respect of all who cross his path. Above all, he 
holds the warm and freely expressed affection of everyone with whom he is 
closely associated-doctors, nurses, students, technicians alike. 
His conscientious and complete devotion to the work and problems of the 
Dermatological Department, his unquestioned personal integrity, his youthful 
enthusiasm, his gentle and unassuming charm of manner, his unfailing tact and 
courtesy, his thoughtfulness and understanding sympathy, his keen and constant 
sense of humor, his rare capacity for friendship,-these and other traits assure 
him of the genuine and increasing regard of all whose privilege it is to know him. 
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